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The Second Sunday of Easter 
 

April 10 & 11, 2021 
 

Jesus Lives: To Bring Peace. 

 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Opening Hymn Scatter the Darkness, Break the Gloom 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship Supplement 722 
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M: The grace of our Lord      Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you. 

 

C: And also with you.  

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 

children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, 

let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have 

sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my 

Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my 

sin, and take away my guilt. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May 

God give you strength to live according to his will. 

 

C: Amen.  
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

to Refrain 

to Refrain 

to Stanza 4 

to Refrain 

to Final Refrain 
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Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. 

 O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your word of peace. 

Come to us also by Word and sacrament, and banish our fears with the comforting assurance 

of your abiding presence; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

 

Be seated 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Acts 26:19-29 

Paul proclaims the peace that Jesus’ resurrection brings. 

 

 “So then, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the vision from heaven. First to those in 

Damascus, then to those in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and to the Gentiles also, I preached that they 

should repent and turn to God and prove their repentance by their deeds. That is why the Jews seized 

me in the temple courts and tried to kill me. But I have had God’s help to this very day, and so I stand 

here and testify to small and great alike. I am saying nothing beyond what the prophets and Moses said 

would happen – that the Christ would suffer and, as the first to rise from the dead, would proclaim light 

to his own people and to the Gentiles.” 

 At this point Festus interrupted Paul’s defense. “You are out of your mind, Paul!” he shouted. 

“Your great learning is driving you insane.” 

 “I am not insane, most excellent Festus,” Paul replied. “What I am saying is true and reasonable. 

The king is familiar with these things, and I can speak freely to him. I am convinced that none of this 

has escaped his notice, because it was not done in a corner. King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? 

I know you do.” 

 Then Agrippa said to Paul, “Do you think that in such a short time you can persuade me to be a 

Christian?” 

 Paul replied, “Short time or long – I pray God that not only you but all who are listening to me 

today may become what I am, except for these chains.”  

 
 

 Acts: On most Sundays during the church year, the first lesson is a reading from the Old Testament. 

During the six Sundays in the Easter season, this lesson comes instead from the New Testament book of 

Acts. Acts serves as a bridge for the New Testament. It tells of the birth and infancy of the Christian 

church: the 30 years between the events occurring in the Gospels and the writing of the epistles.  
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Psalm of the Day  Psalm 16 

The LORD’s presence brings peace. 

 

 

 Keep me safe, O God, 

  for in you I take refuge. 

 

 I said to the LORD, “You are my Lord; 

  apart from you I have no good thing. 

 

 I have set the LORD always before me. 

  Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. Refrain 

 

 My heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; 

  my body also will rest secure, 

 

 because you will not abandon me to the grave, 

  nor will you let your Holy One see decay. 

  

 You have made known to me the path of life; 

  you will fill me with joy in your presence. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain   
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Second Lesson 1 Corinthians 15:12-22 

Because Christ has been raised from the dead, he brings resurrection and peace to all believers. 

 

 But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there 

is no resurrection of the dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been 

raised. And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. More than that, 

we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that he raised Christ 

from the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised. For if the dead are not raised, 

then Christ has not been raised either. And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still 

in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. If only for this life we have hope 

in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men. 

 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For 

since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. For as in Adam 

all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 

 

Verse of the Day 

 Alleluia, alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Blessed are those who have not seen 

and yet have believed. Alleluia. 

 

Please stand 

 

Gospel John 20:19-31 

Jesus proves his resurrection and brings peace. 

 

 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors 

locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” After he 

said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 

 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” And with that 

he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone his sins, they are 

forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 

 Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. So 

the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” 

 But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails 

were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it.” 

 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors 

were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” Then he said to 

Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop 

doubting and believe.” 

 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”  
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 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have 

not seen and yet have believed.” 

 Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in 

this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 

by believing you may have life in his name. 

 

 

Be seated 

 

Anthem The Son of God Has Conquered Night  

Grade 6 by Mark Knickelbein  

 

 With darkened hearts, through gloomy haze,  

 They faced the morning’s growing rays: 

 Their master’s body to adorn,  

 Not knowing this was Easter morn. 

 The Son of God has conquered night  

 And reigns in everlasting light! 

 

 The sun began to rise that day; 

 The angel, clad in bright array, 

 Was witness to the glorious sight –  

 The Savior has made all things right. 

 The Son of God has conquered night  

 And reigns in everlasting light! 

 

 The wondrous news now quickly share  

 To ev’ry land, to ev’rywhere; 

 Be shining lights for all to see,  

 Attesting to his majesty! 

 The Son of God has conquered night  

 And reigns in everlasting light! 

 Amen! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Amen!  
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Hymn of the Day O Sons and Daughters of the King 

stanzas 1, 3, 5, 7 & 9: all; stanzas 2 & 8: women; stanzas 4 & 6: men  Christian Worship 165 

 

Sermon John 20:19-31 

 

The Transforming Effect of the Risen Christ  
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Please stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended 

into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he 

will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Offering 

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings are  

a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically, 

 scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church  

 The minister says the Prayer of the Church. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

Be seated  

http://www.sjtosa.org/giving
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Hymn I Am Content! My Jesus Lives Again 

  Christian Worship 158 

 

 

Please stand  
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M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us 

strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your 

saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 

 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace.  

 
 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn I Know of a Sleep in Jesus’ Name 

Christian Worship 211 
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Announcements 

 

WELS Connection Central Africa Medical Mission 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Readings for the Week of Easter 2 

  

M 2 Timothy 1:6-10 Ezekiel 36:22-27 

T 2 Timothy 2:1-5 Colossians 2:9-15 

W 1 Peter 1:22-25 John 5:1-14 

R 1 Timothy 1:12-17 2 Kings 5:1-19a 

F 1 Peter 1:3-9 Romans 6:3-11 

S John 2:1-10 1 John 2:12-17 
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Serving at Worship 
 

Preacher Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Eric Schroeder 

 

Musicians Carmen Rupprecht, piano (Saturday) 

 Eric Sipe, organ (Sunday)  

  

Worship Notes 
 

• The flowers are placed by Charlotte Hansen in loving memory of her husband, Drexel, who 

went to heaven a year ago during the time COVID restrictions prevented any 

services. His Christian victory memorial service will be held here at St. John’s on the first 

anniversary of his homegoing: Sunday, April 11, at 4:00 p.m. with visitation from 2:00 p.m. 

until the time of the service. 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

• Suzanne Swenson, scheduled for major surgery at Froedtert on Wednesday. 

 

• Donna Ibisch, released from the hospital and recovering at home from her recent surgery. 

 

 

 

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 

Service of the Word © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.  

“Scatter the Darkness, Break the Gloom” Text © 1995 Concordia Publishing House. Tune © 2008  

Northwestern Publishing House 

 “This is the Feast” Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Tune and setting © 1975, 1988  

 Augsburg Publishing House. 

“Psalm 16” Tune Richard Proulx © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Tone © 1993 Northwestern  

 Publishing House. 

“O Sons and Daughters of the King” Text and tune public domain. 

“I Am Content! My Jesus Lives Again” Text and tune public domain. 

 “I Know of a Sleep in Jesus’ Name” Text and tune public domain. 

“This Joyful Eastertide” Text and tune public domain.  
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Parents’ Preview for April 18 
 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,  

or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their 

children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  

 

“This Joyful Eastertide” Refrain 

(Christian Worship 160) 

 

  



 

The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 
 

 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 

joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Eric Schroeder 

eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Kyle Bitter 

kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org 

 
Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal 
 

Mr. Dan Markgraf 

dan.markgraf@sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office 
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office 
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 

 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.  Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
sjtosa.org sjtosa.org 


